
2 Kings 13:7
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

Neither did he leave of the people to Jehoahaz but fifty

horsemen, and ten chariots, and ten thousand footmen; for

the king of Syria had destroyed them, and had made them like

the dust by threshing. 

Analysis

Neither did he leave of the people to Jehoahaz but fifty horsemen, and ten

chariots, and ten thousand footmen; for the king of Syria had destroyed

them, and had made them like the dust by threshing.

This verse contributes to the overall  theme of  chapter 13:  God's patience with

recurring  apostasy.  The  reference  to  kingship  reminds  readers  that  all  human

authority is subordinate to God's ultimate kingship. The prophetic ministry served

as God's primary means of covenant enforcement, calling both kings and people to

faithfulness.  This  passage  occurs  during  the  decline  toward  Israel's  exile,

demonstrating how persistent covenant unfaithfulness leads to national disaster. 

The narrative demonstrates God's justice in judging covenant unfaithfulness while

maintaining His ultimate purposes for redemption. 

Historical Context

Historical  Setting: 2  Kings  13  takes  place  during  the  declining  years  of  the

northern  kingdom,  8th  century  BCE,  culminating  in  exile  in  722  BCE.  The

chapter's  theme  (Decline  of  Israel  and  Judah)  reflects  the  historical  reality  of

progressive political instability and external threats, particularly from Aram (Syria)
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and  later  Assyria.  Archaeological  evidence  from  this  period  includes  royal

inscriptions, administrative documents, and material culture that corroborate the

biblical account while providing additional context for understanding the political

and social dynamics at work. 

Related Passages

Psalm 19:1 — Heavens declare God's glory 

Colossians 1:16 — All things created through Christ 

Study Questions

How does this verse contribute to understanding the theological message of 2

Kings 13 regarding god's patience with recurring apostasy?

What does this passage reveal about God's character, particularly His justice,

mercy, and faithfulness to covenant promises?

In what practical ways should this text shape contemporary Christian

thinking about faithfulness, worship, and obedience to God?

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Interlinear Text

י ִּ כ
H3588

לֹא
H3808

יר הִשְׁאִ
Neither did he leave

H7604

ז ליִהֽוֹאָחָ
to Jehoahaz

H3059

ם עָ
of the people

H5971

י ִּ כ
H3588

אִם
H518

ים חֲמִשִּׁ
but fifty

H2572

פּרָֽשִָׁים
horsemen

H6571

רתֶ ועֲַֽשֶׂ
and ten

H6235

כבֶ רֶ
chariots

H7393

רתֶ ועֲַֽשֶׂ
and ten

H6235

ים אֲלפִָ
thousand

H505

י ִ רגַלְ
footmen

H7273

י ִּ כ
H3588

אִבדְָּם
had destroyed

H6

ְ לךֶ מֶ
for the king

H4428

ם אֲרָ
of Syria

H758

ם ויַשְִׂמֵ
them and had made

H7760

ר כעֶָּֽפָ
them like the dust

H6083

לדָֻֽשׁ׃
by threshing

H1758

Additional Cross-References

Amos 1:3 (Parallel  theme):  Thus  saith  the  LORD;  For  three  transgressions  of

Damascus, and for four, I will not turn away the punishment thereof; because they

have threshed Gilead with threshing instruments of iron:

2 Kings 10:32 (Parallel theme): In those days the LORD began to cut Israel short:

and Hazael smote them in all the coasts of Israel;
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